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THE AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA RETURNS TO
INDIA FOR THREE EXTRAORDINARY CONCERTS IN SEPTEMBER!

The Australian World Orchestra reunites for its second tour to India in September 2018 as a highlight of ‘Australia
Fest’ - a festival of Australian culture and creativity taking place across the country.

Led by Artistic Director and Chief Conductor Alexander Briger AO, the tour sees the Australian World Orchestra return
to Chennai and Mumbai, and the first performance in Kerala of a western symphony orchestra, taking place in an
unusual concert venue — the ballroom within the sumptuous surrounds of the newly opened Grand Hyatt Kochi Bolgatty.

Pictured left to right:
Alexander Briger,
Daniel Dodds &
Caroline Meng

The programme, including operatic and symphonic works by Mozart, Bizet and Beethoven, will be performed by 52 of
Australia’s finest musicians from the world’s leading orchestras including the Vienna and Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestras, the Antwerp and London Symphony Orchestras, and musicians from the Australian state orchestras.

A special highlight of the concerts will be a solo performance from the outstanding violinist Daniel Dodds (Artistic
Director of Festival Strings Lucerne) of the virtuosic Rondo Capriccioso by Saint-Saens performed on his 1717
Stradivarius violin.

The Australian World Orchestra is also delighted to announce mezzo-soprano Caroline Meng as guest soloist in Cochin
and Mumbai where she will perfom 3 famous arias from Bizet's opera, Carmen. The Paris based Meng is acclaimed for
her versatility across a variety of musical styles ranging from opera to recital and scared concerts.

The extraordinary undertaking of this tour continues to deepen the bilateral ties between India and Australia in the
cultural sphere and build on the people-to-people links that are vital to promoting mutual understanding and respect
between the two countries. ‘Australia Fest’ celebrates and showcases the focus by Australia on India following the visit
of Prime Minister Turnbull to India last year.

Education is a core element of the AWO’s work, and the orchestra is thrilled to continue its association with the Mehli
Mehta Music Foundation (MMMF), which commenced with the orchestra’s tour with Maestro Zubin Mehta in 2015. In
conjunction with MMMF the AWO will deliver workshops and outreach music education programmes in Mumbai,
culminating with a performance by the students and AWO together on stage at the Tata Hall, NCPA. This year’s
education programme will extend to the Centre for Autism India in Kerala, where the AWO education team will travel to
Tiruvalla to conduct workshops and performances with the children and their teachers to enhance the experiences and
opportunities for these children. The Board of the Sir Mutha Venkatasubba Rao Concert Hall in Chennai supports many
charities as its primary mandate and the AWO is delighted that the proceeds of all of these concerts will go back to
educational and charitable organisations.

As part of its education focus, for each concert series the AWO Academy provides an early career professional
Australian musician the opportunity to tour with the AWO and work side by side with its world-class musicians.
The AWO 2018 Academy player for the Indian tour is violinist Sagar Nagaraj formerly of the Sydney Youth
Orchestra, now with the NSW Willoughby Symphony Orchestra.



ABOUT THE AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA

Since its inaugural concert series in 2011, the AWO has
established itself as arguably the most exciting orchestral
initiative in Australia’s cultural history, dazzling audiences
in Australia, India and Singapore, performing to over
42,000 music lovers. Critics have described performances
as ‘superb’, ‘joyous’, ‘stunning’ and ‘immaculate’. The
AWO brings together Australia’s elite national and
international musicians to present unrivalled
performances of musical virtuosity.

When these musicians come together the result is
Australia’s top musicians, representing over 50
orchestras, all together on the one stage, forming one of
the country’s most exciting orchestras. The inaugural
AWO concert series was held in Sydney in August 2011.

Australian World Orchestra Footage link: https://vimeo.com/275982606

The Australian World Orchestra is thrilled to announce partnerships with the State Bank of India as AWO
International Tour Partner, the NSW Government as Tour Partner, Centre for Autism India, Ausker Group,
Grand Hyatt Kochi Bolgatty, Taj Hotels, Jacob’s Creek, and the Australia Council for the Arts — AWQO's

strategic partner.

AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA INDIA TOUR 2018 DETAILS

Sun 23 September, 7.30pm - Sir Mutha Venkatasuba Rao Concert Hall, CHENNAI
Tuesday 25 September, 7.30pm - Liwa, Lula Bolgatty International Convention Centre,

Grand Hyatt Kochi Bolgatty, COCHIN

Friday 28 September, 7.00pm - National Centre for Performing Arts, MUMBAI

Repertoire
Mozart: Don Giovanni Overture

Saint-Saéns: Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso, Daniel Dodds, soloist
Arias from Bizet’s Carmen with mezzo-soprano Caroline Meng “Habanera”, “Seguidilla” & “Gypsy Song

Beethoven: Symphony No.7 in A Major

For more information regarding this media release and for hi-res images please contact

IN AUSTRALIA IN INDIA
MIRANDA BROWN PUBLICITY Mr Hariharan, Impresario
miranda@ mbpublicity.com.au +91 8921 363967

+61 3 9419 0931
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DANIEL DODDS
Guest Soloist
Australian World Orchestra India Tour 2018

"Who is this man? He truly could be Paganini’s grandson!”
- Nathan Milstein.

Born in Australia, Daniel performed his first concerts at the age of five.
At 14 years of age he lived with his family for a year in Linz, Austria,
where he visited the musicgymnasium. The positive musical experiences
and atmosphere experienced during this year confirmed music making
as his vocation. At the age of seventeen he left Australia, furnished with
scholarships for Switzerland to commence his violin studies with Gunars
Larsens at the Conservatorium of Music in Lucerne and with Keiko
Wataya at the Conservatorium of Utrecht . Attaining all diplomas “with
distinction” he received further inspiration in masterclasses with Rudolf
Baumgartner, Franco Gulli and one of the grand masters of the golden
age of violinists, Nathan Milstein. A winner and prizewinner of several
national and international competitions in his years as a student, Daniel
was invited by Rudolf Baumgartner to become a member of the Festival
Strings Lucerne, later becoming its first concertmaster in 2001 and at
the beginning of the 2012/13 concert season was appointed the Artistic
Director of the renowned chamber orchestra, leading it in concerts
around the globe.

Daniel’s appearances as a soloist include: Brisbane Symphony,
Folkwang Chamber Orchestra Essen, Philharmonic Orchestra Giessen,
Lucerne Symphony Orchestra, Festival Strings Lucerne, Melbourne
Symphony, Tharinger Symphony Zagreb Philharmonic, Orchestra della
Svizzera italiana with Vladimir Ashkenazy and the Australian World
Orchestra with Zubin Mehta and as a soloist in South America, North
America, Europe, Switzerland, Australia and Asia. Daniel has performed
an extensive range of chamber music works, from duo to nonett, from
works of the early baroque period to world premieres of works by
contemporary composers as well as crossover projects with jazz, tango,
and far eastern music. His chamber music partners include Dimitri and
Vovka Ashkenazy, Ramin Bahrami, Kolya Blacher, Wolfram Christ,
Vivane Hagner, Daniel Hope, James Galway, lvan Klansky, Tobias Lea,
Jens Peter Mainz, Alois Posch, Rafael Rosenfeld, Kathy Selby, Julian
Smiles, Herbert Schuch, Martin Stadtfeld, Danuscha Waskiewicz and
See Siang Wong. His solo album Time Transcending, released by
Oehms Classics has received high praise from fonoforum magazines in
the United States, Europe, Switzerland and Japan. Upcoming events
include chamber music concerts, concerts directing the Festival Strings
Lucerne, and a debut with Sofia Philharmonic with Szymanowski’s violin
concerto nr. 2 in February of 2016. Daniel Dodds plays the Stradivari ex
Baumgartner from 1717 provided by the foundation of the Festival
Strings Lucerne.

















