Press Release: Wednesday 8 June 2016

AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCES GOVERNOR-GENERAL SIR
PETER COSGROVE AS PATRON AND NEW CHAIR AND BOARD MEMBER
Retiring Chairman Neil Thom pson today announced the appointment of His Excellency General
the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK M C (Retd) as Patron of the Australian World Orchestra,
along with new Chairman Adrian Ahern and Board Member Maryanne Shearer.
His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK M C
(Retd) was appointed as Governor-General in 2014. He came to national
attention in 1999 when, as Commander of the International Task Force East
Timor, he was responsible for overseeing that country’s transition to
independence. He later served as Chief of the Defence Force from 2002-2005,
and was named Australian of the Year in 2001.

Adrian Ahern, former global chairman and current chairman in Australia of law
firm Norton Rose Fulbright, is a reputed corporate and commercial lawyer with
more than thirty years experience in mergers and acquisition law and governance. A
graduate of Sydney University in Economics and Law and a student in Japan during
the 1970s and 1980s, Ahern today resides in Sydney and serves on various advisory
boards. Ahern has served as an AWO board member since 2012 and has a particular
love of early classical music works.
M aryanne Shearer was the Co-Founder of T2 Tea, Australia’s
leading tea retailer. With a background in fashion and interior
design, Shearer established T2 in 1996, opening its first retail store
in Fitzroy. Under Shearer’s leadership T2 grew exponentially with
over 800 employees and approximately 80 stores throughout
Australia, New Zealand, UK and USA. Shearer has won numerous
accolades for her innovative vision, including the coveted Veuve
Clicquot Business Woman Award in 2012.
Neil Thom pson, AWO’s retiring Chairman, said: “As the inaugural Chairman I was very proud to lead the
AWO to its 5 year Anniversary. This orchestra has made an impact upon the Australian arts landscape far
beyond my expectations. I welcome Adrian to lead the orchestra through its next period of growth and I
look forward to supporting him as a continuing member of the Board."
Since its inaugural concert series in 2011, AWO has established itself as one of the most exciting orchestral
initiatives in Australia’s cultural history, dazzling audiences in Australia and overseas. Founded under the
creative vision of Alexander Briger AO, AWO brings together the cream of Australia’s national and
international musicians: the 2016 ensemble includes 94 Australian musicians from the world’s leading
orchestras, including the Berlin and Vienna Philharmonic Orchestras, Chicago and London Symphony
Orchestras, Concertgebouw and Gewandhaus as well as our own wonderful Australian state orchestras. To
celebrate the AWO’s five-year anniversary in 2016 the orchestra will perform two electrifying concerts at
the Sydney Opera House in September directly followed by an international tour to Singapore in October.
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