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One of the most exhilarating projects in our recent history of classical music, Baz Luhrmann

There’s a certain indefinable chemistry that is unique to Australian music-making. The idea of bringing together Australian musicians from all over 
the world is really quite thrilling – the chemistry is off the charts!
Dale Barltrop, Concertmaster, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

The Australian World Orchestra is bringing together the very best of Australia’s classical music talent from all around the world for an exciting pro-
gram of events in 2013, culminating in three spectacular concerts conducted by one of the world’s finest conductors, Maestro Zubin Mehta, taking 
place at Melbourne’s Hamer Hall and the Sydney Opera House in October 2013.

The Australian World Orchestra was created in 2011 by Alexander Briger, an internationally acclaimed conductor with a vision: to bring together 
Australia’s finest musicians from home and around the world to form one of the country’s most electrifying orchestras. In a triumph of logistics and 
passion, more than 110 performers will be taking part in the 2013 series, with 54 internationally based artists joining 56 acclaimed musicians from 
across the country. The AWO concerts are an opportunity for these globally renowned musicians at the height of their game to come together and 
perform on home soil, resulting in events with an incredible energy and atmosphere.

AWO Artistic Director Alexander Briger said “Australian musicians are well represented in many of the world’s top orchestras, and their passion, 
dedication and talent is remarkable. Many of these artists have lived overseas for years due to the greater opportunities internationally for classical 
musicians, and are thrilled to have the opportunity to perform together and before a ‘home’ crowd. With Maestro Zubin Mehta at the helm, the music 
will be sublime and the atmosphere electric.”

The AWO is also dedicated to using its international network to bring to Australia some of the world’s greatest conductors, soloists and composers. 
The AWO is honoured to have Maestro Zubin Mehta as the conductor for the 2013 series. Maestro Mehta has conducted the cream of the world’s 
celebrated orchestras including the Berlin, Los Angeles, New York and Vienna Philharmonics. He is Music Director for Life of the Israel Philhar-
monic Orchestra. Maestro Mehta said “For many years I have worked with and developed friendships with the Australian musicians that hold major 
positions with the great orchestras around the world. Many of them played in the Australian World Orchestra’s highly successful inaugural season in 
Sydney in 2011 and when I was asked if I would return to Australian to conduct the AWO in 2013 I did not hesitate to agree.” 

Maestro Mehta will be leading the AWO performing two works for which his interpretations are renowned: Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring, and 
Mahler’s 1st Symphony.  The Rite of Spring caused a riot when it was first performed in Paris 100 years ago and was considered far too progres-
sive. Today, it is acknowledged as one of the boldest, most virtuosic and exciting works ever written for orchestras. Mahler’s 1st Symphony is one 
of the composer’s most popular works, brimming with emotion, fury, tragedy, excitement, pathos, and one of the grandest endings to any work ever 
written.  

The 2013 AWO program will also include a chamber music series in the lead up to the main concerts, giving music lovers the opportunity to experi-
ence a more intimate style of performance and diversity of music. The AWO will also run an education program comprising of master classes, an 
academy and mentoring opportunities designed to provide support and encouragement to Australia’s next generation of classical musical stars. 

The inaugural AWO concert series took place in Sydney in August 2011 at the Sydney Opera House, and was voted  ‘2011 Best Orchestral Concert’ 
by ABC’s Limelight Magazine. In all, four concerts took place over four days attracting 6,200 attendees. 

The AWO celebrates Australian classical musicianship and passion for excellence, creating inspiring orchestral musical events that are unforgetta-
ble for both the musicians and audiences.The 2013 program provides more opportunities than ever before for music lovers to experience Australia’s 
world class classical music talent.

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: MIRANDA BROWN PUBLICITY
T: 03 9419 0931   E: info@mbpublicity.com.au

MEDIA RELEASE 

The Australian World Orchestra brings Australia’s finest musical talent home for 2013 concert series
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THE AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA
The Australian World Orchestra (AWO) is one of the most exciting orchestra initiatives in Australia’s cultural history. The AWO’s purpose is 
simple: To bring together Australia’s finest orchestral musicians from home and across the world to perform in Australia and overseas, while 
encouraging and developing young talent.

Australian musicians have talent, dedication and passion and are represented at leading world orchestras including the Berlin and Vienna 
Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the London Symphony Orchestra. Our state orchestras have deserved reputations for 
excellence and perform at the highest standards. The AWO brings together the cream of our national and international musicians, providing 
them with the unique opportunity to perform together and on home soil.

“The traffic between Australia and the rest of the musical world, once one-directional, now goes both ways as the AWO project demon-
strates,” Matthew Westwood, The Australian

The inaugural AWO events were held in Sydney in 2011. 48 international musicians from 46 orchestras across Europe, North America and 
Asia combined with 47 of their Australian colleagues from the major Australian orchestras to perform under the baton of internationally ac-
claimed guest conductors Simone Young, Brett Dean, and AWO Artistic Director Alexander Briger.  

2011 SEASON AWARDS AND REVIEWS
Winner: Best Orchestral Concert – ABC Limelight 2011 Awards

“The performance achieved considerable power and brilliance…The overall standard of playing was virtuosic,” James McCarthy, ABC Lime-
light Magazine

“Electrifying…Briger deserves our admiration and gratitude for bringing together the AWO. Long may it flourish,” Murray Black, The Austral-
ian

“There was a strong mood of national pride, but it wasn’t brash. And the music was sensational,” Matthew Westwood, The Australian

2013 PROGRAM DETAILS 
Wednesday 2 October 2013 – Hamer Hall, Arts Centre Melbourne

Thursday 3 October 2013 – Concert Hall, Sydney Opera House

Friday 4 October 2013 – Hamer Hall, Arts Centre Melbourne

TICKETS ON SALE: Wednesday 3 October 2012
MELBOURNE TIX: 1300 182 183 / www.artscentremelbourne.com.au 

SYDNEY TIX: 02 9250 7777 / www.sydneyoperahouse.com 
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Alexander Briger studied in Sydney and Munich and won first prize at 
the “International Competition for Conductors” in the Czech Republic 
in 1993. He later worked closely with Sir Charles Mackerras and Pierre 
Boulez. He performs regularly with the London Philharmonic Orchestra, 
made his BBC Proms and Berlin Festival debuts with the Birmingham 
Contemporary Music Group and Edinburgh Festival debut with the Scot-
tish Chamber Orchestra.

Alexander’s 2012 engagements have included a hugely successful 
debut at the Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris conducting the Paris premiere of 
John Adams’s Nixon in China and performances with the RTE 
Orchestra in Dublin. 2011 engagements included Carmen with State 
Opera of South Australia, a series of all Mozart concerts with the 
Melbourne Chamber Orchestra, concerts with the New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra and a performance of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony 
with the Australian World Orchestra, in their award-winning inaugural 
season at the Sydney Opera House. In 2010 he conducted Britten’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream for Opera Australia in Sydney and a series 
of concerts featuring works of Ledger, Beethoven and Wagner with the 
Sydney Symphony.  

He has also worked with the Orchestre de Paris, City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra, Konzerthaus Orchester, Berlin, Rotterdam 
Philharmonic, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Strasbourg 
Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Gothenburg Symphony, Swedish Radio Orchestra, Danish Symphony 
Orchestra, Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse, Frankfurt Radio 
Orchestra, Japanese Virtuoso Symphony, Monte Carlo Philharmonic 
and the London Sinfonietta, among others. In Australia he has 
conducted the Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, West Australian, 
Queensland and Tasmanian Symphony Orchestras. 

He made his debut with Opera Australia in 1998 conducting Jenufa, 
and his operatic work for OA has since included Madama Butterfly, 
Così fan tutte, The Cunning Little Vixen and The Marriage of Figaro. He 
has also conducted The Rape of Lucretia (Covent Garden), The Magic 
Flute (Glyndebourne), Rigoletto and The Makropulos Case (English 
National Opera), The Cunning Little Vixen (Aix-en-Provence), From the 
House of the Dead (Canadian Opera Company), The Tales of Hoffmann 
(Royal Danish Opera), The Bartered Bride (Royal Swedish Opera), 
Pique Dame (Komische Oper, Berlin), La bohème (State Opera of South 
Australia) and Bartók ballets (Opera du Rhin), as well as the premiere of 
Simon Holt’s Who put Bella in the Wych’elm (Aldeburgh Festival).

ZUBIN MEHTA

Zubin Mehta was born in 1936 in Bombay. His father Mehli Mehta was 
a noted concert violinist and the founder of the Bombay Symphony 
Orchestra. In 1954 he left for Vienna where he entered the conducting 
programme under Hans Swarowsky at the Akademie für Musik. Zubin 
Mehta won the Liverpool International Conducting Competition in 1958 
and was also a prize-winner of the summer academy at Tanglewood. 
By 1961 he had already conducted the Vienna, Berlin and Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestras and has celebrated 50 years of musical col-
laboration with all three ensembles. 

Zubin Mehta was Music Director of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
from 1961 to 1967 and also assumed the Music Directorship of the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra in 1962, a post he retained until 
1978. In 1969 he was appointed Music Adviser to the Israel Philhar-
monic Orchestra and was made Music Director of that orchestra in 
1977. In 1981 the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra awarded him the title 
of Music Director for Life. Zubin Mehta has conducted over three thou-
sand concerts with this extraordinary ensemble including tours span-
ning five continents. In 1978 he took over the post as Music Director 
of the New York Philharmonic commencing a tenure lasting 13 years, 
the longest in the orchestra’s history. Since 1985, he has been chief 
conductor of the Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino in Florence. 

Zubin Mehta made his debut as an opera conductor with Tosca in 
Montreal in 1963. Since then he has conducted at the Metropolitan 
Opera New York, the Vienna State Opera, the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, La Scala Milan, and the opera houses of Chicago 
and Florence as well as at the Salzburg Festival. Between 1998 and 
2006 he was Music Director of the Bavarian State Opera in Munich. In 
October 2006 he opened the Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in Valencia 
and is since then the President of the annual Festival del Mediterrani 
in Valencia. 

Zubin Mehta continues to support the discovery and furtherance of 
musical talents all over the world. Together with his brother Zarin he is 
a co-chairman of the Mehli Mehta Music Foundation in Bombay where 
more than 200 children are educated in Western Classical Music. The 
Buchmann-Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv develops young talent in 
Israel and is closely related to the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, as is 
a new project of teaching young Arab Israelis in the cities of Shwaram 
and Nazareth with local teachers and members of the Israel Philhar-
monic Orchestra. 

ALEXANDER BRIGER 
FOUNDER AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR,AUSTRALIAN 
WORLD ORCHESTRA 2013 SEASON 

GUEST CONDUCTOR, AUSTRALIAN WORLD 
ORCHESTRA 2013 SEASON 



The Australian National Academy of Music
Matthew Lee • Principal Cello, BBC Concert Orchestra
Peter Morrison • Cellist, Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra
Patrick Murphy • Lecturer in Cello, QLD Conservatorium of Music; 
Sydney Symphony
Sue-Ellen Paulsen • Principal, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra
Howard Penny • Cellist, Chamber Orchestra of Europe; Professor of 
Cello, ANAM 
Michael Williams • Principal Cellist, Vienna Chamber Orchestra; 
Volksoper Vienna

VIOLINS
Lucas Barr • Violinist, WDR Symphony Orchestra, Cologne
Margaret Blades • Concertmaster, West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra
Lucy Carrig •Principal 2nd, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra 
Natalie Chee • Concertmaster, SWR Symphony Orchestra, Stuttgart
Brielle Clapson •Violinist, Sydney Symphony 
Daniel Dodds • Guest Concert master, Mahler Chamber Orchestra, 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra
Stanley Dodds • Violinist, Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
Madeleine Easton • Concertmaster, Hanover Band, UK
Simon Fordham • Principal  2nd, Munich Philharmonic
Emily Francis • Violinist, BBC Symphony Orchestra
Marina Gillam • Violinist, Philharmonia, London;  Mahler Chamber 
Orchestra
Monica Grosman • Violinist, Tasmanian Symphony, Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra, Amsterdam
Anne Harvey-Nagl • Principal 1st, Volksoper Vienna; Koehne Quartet, 
Vienna
Kirsty Hilton • Violinist, Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Lucerne Festival 
Orchestra; Co-Principal 2nd Violin, Sydney Symphony 
Simon James • Assistant Concertmaster, Seattle Symphony Orchestra; 
Concertmaster, Seattle Chamber Orchestra
Naoko Keatley • Violinist, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Joanna Lewis •  Violinist, Koehne Quartet, Vienna; Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, Vienna
Belinda McFarlane • Violinist, London Symphony Orchestra
Anna McMichael • Violinist, former Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, 
Amsterdam, freelance, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Melbourne 
Chamber Orchestra
Simon Monger • Concertmaster, Bielefeld Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Germany
Jane Piper • Violinist, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Amsterdam
Wilma Smith • Concertmaster, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Claire Sterling • Principal 2nd Violin, Scottish Chamber Orchestra
Scott Stiles • Mozarteum Orchestra, Salzburg
Marie-Danielle Turner • Violinist, Belgium National Orchestra 
Melinda Watzel • Principal 2nd , Komische Oper Berlin
Emma West • Assistant Principal 2nd Violin, Sydney Symphony 
Asmira Woodward-Page • Concertmaster, Strings Orchestra of New 
York City

VIOLAS
Sally Clarke • Violist, SWR Symphony Orchestra, Stuttgart
Andra Darzins •Former principal, Hamburg Philharmonic Orchestra; 
Professor, Hochschule for music, Stuttgart
Lisa Grosman • Violist, Irish Chamber Orchestra
Andrew Jezek • Principal Viola, Klangforum, Vienna
Tobias Lea • Principal Viola, Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra
John Lynch • Principal, RTE Dublin
Simon Oswell • Former Principal Viola, Hollywood Bowl Orchestra LA; 
Freelance, Melbourne symphony Orchestra
Tahlia Petrosian • Guest Principal, Deutsche Oper, Berlin; Royal 
Flemish Philharmonic; Deutsche Symphonie Orchester, Berlin
Fiona Sargeant • Principal Viola, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Andra Ulrichs • Principal, Basel Symphony Orchestra
Justin Williams • Guest Principal, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra; 
Sydney Symphony

CELLOS
David Berlin • Principal, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Michael Goldschlager • West Australian Symphony Orchestra; ACO; 
Guest Principal, Sydney Symphony; 
Catherine Hewgill • Principal Cello, Sydney Symphony 
Matthew Hoy • Former, West Australian Symphony Orchestra & Austral-
ian Opera and Ballet Orchestra; Artistic Program Manager, 

DOUBLE BASSES
Kees Boersma • Principal Double Bass, Sydney Symphony
Timothy Dunin • Former Double Bass, Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra; 
Professor of Double Bass, University of Music and Arts, Graz
Alex Henery • Principal, Sydney Symphony
Max McBride • Former Principal Double Bass, ACO; Sydney 
Symphony; Vienna State Opera; Senior Lecturer Australian National 
University School of Music, Canberra
Matthew McDonald •Principal Double Bass, Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra
Kirsty McCahon • Principal Double Bass, Australian Brandenburg 
Orchestra; Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment
Robert Nairn • Professor of Double Bass, Juilliard School & Penn State 
University, New York 
Ciro Vigilante • Principal Double Bass, Vienna Chamber Orchestra

FLUTES
Alison Mitchell • Principal Flute, Scottish Chamber Orchestra
Emma Sholl • Associate Principal Flute, Sydney Symphony
Meg Sterling • Principal Flute, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 

CLARINETS
Frank Celata • Associate Principal Clarinet, Sydney Symphony
Paul Dean • Artistic Director, Australian National Academy of Music
David Thomas • Principal Clarinet, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

BASS CLARINET
Jon Craven • Principal Bass Clarinet, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Craig Wernicke • Principal Bass Clarinet

COR ANGLAIS
Rixon Thomas • Principal, Royal Danish Orchestra

OBOES
Nick Deutsch  • Israel Philharmonic Orchestra; Budapest Festival 
Orchestra; Prof. of Oboe, Hochschule für Musik, Leipzig
Diana Doherty • Principal Oboe, Sydney Symphony
Leanne Glover • Principal, West Australian Symphony Orchestra
Lisa Outred • Munich Philharmonic Orchestra

BASSOONS
Nicole King • Principal, Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie
Lyndon Watts • Principal Bassoon, Munich Philharmonic Orchestra
Matthew Wilkie • Principal, Sydney Symphony; Chamber Orchestra of 
Europe

CONTRABASSOON
Brock Imison • Principal Contrabassoon, Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra

PICCOLO
Linda Stuckey • Principal Piccolo, Hong Kong Philharmonic

HORNS
Andrew Bain • Principal Horn, Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra



TRUMPETS
Lukas Beno • Principal, Gewandhaus, Leipzig 
David Elton • Principal, Sydney Symphony
Shane Hooten • Associate Principal, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Martin Phillipson • Associate Principal Trumpet, Adelaide Symphony 
Orchestra
Tristram Williams • Trumpet Soloist; Former Associate Principal of the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

TROMBONES
Michael Bertoncello • Principal Trombone, Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra
Michael Mulcahy • Trombone, Chicago Symphony Orchestra

BASS TROMBONE
Shannon Pittaway • Principal Bass Trombone, Singapore Symphony 
Orchestra

TUBA
David Cribb • Principal Tuba, Gewandhaus Orchestra, Leipzig
Matthew Segger • Principal Tuba, Osnabrück Symphony Orchestra, 
Germany

TIMPANI
David Clarence • Principal, Australia Opera and Ballet Orchestra
Brian Nixon • Principal Timpani, Australian Chamber Orchestra; 
Australian Brandenburg Orchestra; Sydney Symphony

PERCUSSION
Claire Edwardes • Former Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Amster-
dam Artistic Director Ensemble Offspring, Australia
Troy Greatz • Principal, West Australian Symphony Orchestra 
David Montgomery • Principal, Queensland Symphony Orchestra; 
Director, Isorhythmos Percussion

Ben Jacks • Principal Horn, Sydney Symphony
Peter Luff • Principal, Queensland Symphony Orchestra
Hector McDonald • Principal Horn, Vienna Symphony Orchestra 
Casey Rippon • Hornist, Frankfurt Opera Orchestra
Marnie Sebire • Sydney Symphony
Rachel Silver • Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
Gabrielle Webster • Hornist, Chicago Symphony Orchestra; Chicago 
Lyric Opera

HARPS
Alice Giles  •  Principal Harp, Canberra Symphony Orchestra; Head of 
Harp, ANU, Canberra



NATALIE CHEE 
Concertmaster, SWR Symphony 
Orchestra, Stuttgart

This idea has long been a dream of 
mine. Australian musicians have an 
enthusiasm for music and love of 
performing, which is unique and must 
stem from the time we spent growing 
up and playing in youth orchestras in 
our home country. 

MATTHEW MCDONALD 
Principal Double Bass, Berlin 
Philharmonic Orchestra

What is great about this project is that 
Australian musicians around the world 
have fantasised about it but it seemed 
impossible. It’s amazing that it is 
actually happening! I cannot wait! I 
can’t put in one sentence how excit-
ing this is. It will be like a ‘show and 
tell’ day displaying Australia’s musical 
jewels.

CIRO VIGILANTE 
Principal Double Bass, Vienna Cham-
ber Orchestra

Who wouldn’t want to be a part of this 
as a performer or as a listener? It’s like 
when John Aloisi put the Socceroos 
through to the 2006 World Cup. Top 
players from the world’s top leagues 
combine to form an Australian team 
to be showcased at the highest level. 
Finally, this is the musical equivalent… 
and it’s going to be big.

EMILY FRANCIS 
Violinist, BBC Symphony Orchestra

Despite being an expatriate for 13 
years I am proud to be Australian and 
am always glad to work with other 
Australians. The idea of an entire 
orchestra of us together at home is so 
exciting I can barely wait for the first 
rehearsal, and that is something I don’t 
say that often!!! 

STANLEY DODDS 
Violinist, Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra

As an expatriate musician for 22 years, 
I have often marvelled at how many 
Australian musicians there are in the 
world’s top orchestras, and how an 
immediate bond is felt whenever we 
meet. I’ve often dreamt of what sort of 
orchestra those musicians would 
create when combined!

TOBIAS LEA 
Principal Viola, Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra

It has been a prospect upon which 
I have dwelt since leaving Australia, 
and it has always been a dream that 
I reluctantly considered would never 
be fulfilled. This remarkable initiative 
is finally making this, until now virtu-
ally impossible dream, a reality! This 
project promises to be one of the most 
exciting undertakings ever achieved in 
Australian music-making history.

IN THE MUSICIANS WORDS...



AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA SPONSORS AND PATRONS 

PATRONS 

Nelson Meers Foundation
Norton Rose Australia
Arts Victoria
Deloitte
Myer Family Company
Sofitel
Australia India Institute at the University of Melbourne

Chairman: Neil Thompson BEC, SA, FIN, MAICD
Adrian Ahern BEC, LLB
Francesco Celata
Joe Chadwick 
Peter Laverick BA, LLB
David Mackintosh 
Paul Mallam BA, LLB 
Michael Napthali MLLP, BEC
Susan Pelka MBA, MEd Admin, BA, DipEd, FAICD
Colin Wilson FCA
Executive Director: Gabrielle Thompson FFIN, MAIEx

BOARD MEMBERS 

PARTNERS

Inaugural Patron: Sir Charles Mackerras CH, AC, CBE (1925-2010)
David Gonski AC
Peter Jopling QC
Naomi Milgrom AO
Louise Myer
Harish Rao
Sir Nicholas Shehadie AC, OBE, KSTJ
Ezekiel Solomon AM 
Peter Weiss AM, HonDLitt


