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AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA 
INAUGURAL SEASON 26–29 AUGUST 2011 
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE & RIVERSIDE THEATRE, PARRAMATTA 
One of the most exciting orchestral initiatives in Australia, the Australian World Orchestra’s (AWO) vision is simple: to bring together Australia’s 
finest classical musicians from around the world to form one of the country’s most electrifying orchestras. 

On the weekend of 26–29 August 2011 that vision will be realised when over 90 musicians, representing over 45 orchestras, all at the 
top of their game, will join together at the Sydney Opera House and Riverside Theatre, Parramatta to present its augural season of four 
concerts and celebrate the true essence of Australia’s musical talents. 

Australian musicians will come home from playing in leading world orchestras such as the Berlin and Vienna Philharmonic, Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra and the London Symphony Orchestra. They will combine with Australia’s own wonderful local musicians, directed 
by AWO’s Artistic Director and Chief Conductor Alexander Briger. 

When asked about the motivation for creating an all-Australian orchestra, Briger said, “Most Australians are unaware what we have produced 
in the field of classical music on a world scale, and it’s time to show them. Also many of the musicians haven’t played in Australia since 
leaving. It’s an opportunity to show the whole of Australia exactly what we have produced in the field of classical music, and to show younger 
musicians what can be achieved.” 

For Briger it has been an experience of discovery too. “It’s been incredible to find so many Australian musicians holding key positions overseas. 
How many people know about Lyndon Watts or Nick Deutsch? Bringing all these musicians together, surely the sound will be incredible!” 

Central to the concerts is the music, with works from Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Wagner, Sculthorpe and Dean. The first concert 
held on Friday 26 August, will be conducted by internationally acclaimed Australian conductor Simone Young. Featured will be Australia’s 
dazzling soloist William Barton on didgeridoo, performing Peter Sculthorpe’s Earth Cry. The concert will also include one of Young’s orchestral 
specialties, Wagner’s Prelude and Venusberg Music from Tannhäuser, as well as Tchaikovsky’s immense Symphony No. 6 (Pathetique). 

The second concert, on Saturday 27 August, features Brahms’ majestic Academic Festival Overture, followed by the east coast premiere 
of Brett Dean’s Vexations & Devotions, performed by the Philharmonia Choirs and Gondwana Voices, and conducted by the composer. The 
crescendo will come with Beethoven’s mighty Symphony No. 9 (Choral), conducted by Alexander Briger. For this performance the AWO will 
combine with soloists Cheryl Barker, Elizabeth Campbell, Steve Davislim and Teddy Tahu Rhodes. 

The third concert, on Sunday 28 August, is a matinee family concert, which will feather excerpts of the previous two programmes, along 
with Mackerras’ Pineapple Poll. The fourth concert, on Monday 29 August at Parramatta Riverside Theatre, is an after school concert aimed 
at students and the wider community. These concerts make up part of AWO’s Education Programme, along with ‘open’ rehearsals, master 
classes and performance opportunities. 

The 2011 programme is dedicated to Sir Charles Mackerras, who is also the patron of the orchestra. “We’re dedicating these concerts to 
him because of his extreme interest in the AWO and to celebrate the success of all these amazing Australian musicians, of which he was a 
forerunner,” said Briger. 

All musicians in this orchestra trained in Australia and feel very strongly about continuing this tradition, so another key component of AWO 
is its Youth Education Programme. Devised to support music education in Australia, the programme is being offered to over 20 Sydney 
schools, with invites to open rehearsals, master classes and performance opportunities. 

Since it’s inception in 2009, AWO has attracted a number if key industry supporters, including Director Baz Luhrmann, who describes the 
AWO as “one of the most exhilarating projects in our recent history,” Composer Peter Sculthorpe, says “The idea has my whole-hearted 
and enthusiastic support,” and Artistic Director and Leader of the Australian Chamber Orchestra Richard Tognetti, who says, “to create this 
musical homecoming is a worthy enterprise and one which will give audiences here in Australia the chance to hear en masse the qualities of 
our many musical exports.” 

• AWO’s inaugural season performs in Sydney, between 26 and 29 August 2011. Tickets range from $45 to $189 and are on sale through 
Sydney Opera House, Parramatta Riverside Theatre and AWO. For further information visit www.auswo.com.au. 

• AWO is kindly supported by Events NSW, Nelson Meers Foundation, Qantas, Sofitel, The Menzies, Copyright Agency Limited and Myer 
Family Company. 

~ ENDS ~ 



 
 

 

AUSTRALIAN WORLD ORCHESTRA 
Inaugural Season 26–29 August 2011 
Sydney Opera House & Parramatta Riverside Theatre 
Tickets: from $45 to $189. Student and Group tickets and also available 
Bookings: www.sydneyoperahouse.com.au, www.riversideparramatta.com.au 
Website: www.auswo.com.au 
Follow AWO on Facebook and Twitter 

 

 
 

2011 PROGRAMME DETAILS 

IN MEMORY OF SIR CHARLES MACKERRAS 

CONDUCTORS SIMONE YOUNG (CONCERT 1), ALEXANDER BRIGER AND BRETT DEAN (CONCERT 2) 

CONCERT ONE AUGUST 26 

SYDNEY OP ERA HOUSE CONCERT HA LL 

SCULTHORPE 
Earth Cry 
(Didgeridoo – William Barton) 

WAGNER 
Tannhäuser – Prelude & Venusberg Music 

TCHAIKOVSKY 
Symphony No. 6 “Pathetique” 

CONCERT TWO AUGUST 27 

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE CONCERT HALL 

BRAHMS 
Academic Festival Overture 

DEAN 
Vexations and Devotions 
with The Philharmonia Choirs and Gondwana Voices 

BEETHOVEN 
Symphony No. 9 “Choral” 
(Soloists – Cheryl Barker, Elizabeth Campbell, Steve Davislim, Teddy Tahu Rhodes) with The Philharmonia Choirs 

FAMILY CONCERTS 

CONCERT THREE AUGUST 28 

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE CONCERT HALL 

FAMILY CONCERTS 
(Soloist – William Barton – Didgeridoo) 

CONCERT FOUR AUGUST 29 

RIVERSIDE THEATRE, PARRAMATTA 

CHILDREN’S AFTER SCHOOL CONCERT 
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ARTISTS 
 

 

VIOLINS 
Dale Barltrop – Concertmaster, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
Lucas Barr – WDR, Cologne 
Lucy Carrig – Principal 2nd, TSO 
Natalie Chee – Concertmaster, SWR, Stuttgart 
Brielle Clapson – SSO 
Heather Cottrell – Principal 2nd, Bavarian Radio Orchestra 
Stanley Dodds – Berlin Philharmonic 
Simon Fordham – Principal 2nd, Munich Philharmonic 
Emily Francis – BBCSO 
Marina Gillam – Philharmonia, CBSO, Mahler Chamber Orchestra 
Joanne Green – Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Northern Sinfonia 
Anne Harvey-Nagl – Principal, Volksoper, Vienna 
Kirsty Hilton – Co-Principal 2nd SSO, Mahler Chamber Orchestra,  

Lucern Festival Orchestra 
Vaughan Hughes – Ensemble Kanazawa, Japan 
Simon James – Concertmaster, Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
Graeme Jennings – Leader, Arditti Quartet, London; Senior Lecturer, 

Qld Conservatorium 
Joanna Lewis – Leader, Koehne Quartet, Vienna 
Maria Lindsay – Co-Artistic Director and Leader, Lurline Chamber 

Orchestra, Vienna Chamber Orch. 
Katherine Lukey – Associate Concertmaster, SSO 
Belinda McFarlane – LSO* 
Anna McMichael – Concertgebouw, Amsterdam 
Marina Marsden – Co-Principal 2nd, SSO 
Naoko Miyamoto – Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
Simon Monger – Concertmaster, Bielefeld Philharmonic 
Sophie Rowell – Leader, ASQ 
Claire Sterling – Principal 2nd, Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
Marie-Danielle Turner – National Orchestra, Belgium 
Melinda Watzel – Principal 2nd, Komischeoper, Berlin 
Emma West – SSO 
Asmira Woodward-Page – Concertmaster, NY String Orchestra 

VIOLAS 
Sally Clarke – SWR, Stuttgart 
Rosemary Curtin – Academy St.Martins in the Fields, ACO, SSO 
Brett Dean – former Berlin Philharmonic 
Lisa Grosman – Irish Chamber Orchestra 
Andrew Jezek – Principal, Klangforum, Vienna 
Angela Lindsay – Co-Artistic Director, Lurline Chamber Orchestra 
Christopher Moore – Principal, ACO 
Simon Oswell – Principal, Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, LA 
Janet Rutherford – Principal, TSO 
Fiona Sargeant – Principal, MSO 
Andra Ulrichs – Principal, Basel Symphony Orchestra 
 

 

CELLOS 
Michael Goldschlager – SSO, WASO 
Rowena Hammill – Associate Principal, LA Opera 
Catherine Hewgill – Principal, SSO 
Matthew Hoy – WASO, AOBO 
Matthew Lee – Principal, BBC Concert Orchestra 
Peter Morrison – Danish Radio Symphony 
Patrick Murphy – Lecturer, Queensland Conservatorium of Music 
Martin Penicka – TSO 
Howard Penny – Principal, Chamber Orchestra of Europe, 
Vienna Chamber Orchestra 
Michael Williams – Principal, Vienna Chamber Orchestra 

DOUBLE BASSES 
Kees Boersma – Principal, SSO 
Tim Dunin – Vienna Philhamonic, Professor, Graz 
Alex Henery – Principal, SSO, Former Co-Principal, Philharmonia, London 
Max McBride – Former Vienna State Opera, SSO, ACO* 
Kirsty McMahon – Principal, ABO, OAE 
Matthew Macdonald – Principal, Berlin Philharmonic* 
Robert Nairn – Professor, Julliard, NY 
Ciro Vigilante – Principal, Vienna Chamber Orchestra 

FLUTES 
Alison Mitchell – Principal, Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
Emma Sholl – Associate Principal, SSO 
Meg Sterling – Principal, Hong Kong Phiharmonic 

PICCOLO 
Linda Stuckey – Principal, Hong Kong Philharmonic 

OBOES 
Nick Deutsch – Principal, Frankfurt Opera, Budapest Festival Orchestra, 

Israel Philharmonic* 
Diana Doherty – Principal, SSO 

COR ANGLAIS 
Rixon Thomas – Principal, Royal Danish Opera 

CLARINETS 
Frank Celata – Associate Principal, SSO 
Paul Dean – Artistic Director, ANAM, Southern Cross Soloists* 
David Thomas – Principal, MSO 

BASS CLARINET/CONTRABA SS CLARINET 
Sue Newsome – Sydney Conservatorium of Music 
Richard Rourke – AOBO 

BASSOONS 
Matthew Ockenden – Associate Principal, AOBO 
Lyndon Watts – Principal, Munich Philharmonic Orchestra 

CONTRABASSOON 
Brock Imison – Principal, MSO 
 
 



 
 

ARTISTS 
 

 

HORNS 
Andrew Bain – Principal, MSO 
Peter Luff – Principal, QSO, Southern Cross Soloists 
Hector McDonald – Principal, Vienna Symphony Orchestra 
Casey Rippon – Frankfurt Opera 
Gabrielle Webster – Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

TRUMPETS 
Paul Goodchild – Associate Principal, SSO 
Shane Hooten – Associate Principal, MSO 
Martin Phillipson – Associate Principal, ASO 

TROMBONES/BASS TROMBONE 
Michael Bertoncello – MSO, Former Principal, Tonhalle, Zurich 
Damien Lingard – Principal, Munich Radio Orchestra 

BASS TROMBONE 
Shannon Pittaway – Principal, Singapore Symphony Orchestra 

TUBAS 
Matthew Segger – Principal, Osnabrueck Philharmonic 

TIMPANI 
Brian Nixon – ACO 

PERCUSSION 
Claire Edwardes – Concertgebouw, Amsterdam; Artistic Director, 

Ensemble Offspring 
David Montgomery – Principal, QSO; Isorhythmos Percussion 

HARPS 
Alice Giles – Head of harp, ANU 
Lucy O’Shea – Canberra Symphony Orchestra 

PIANO 
Josephine Allan – Principal, SSO 

SOLOISTS & CHOIRS 
William Barton – Didgeridoo 
Teddy Tahu Rhodes – Baritone 
Cheryl Barker – Soprano 
Elizabeth Campbell – Mezzo Soprano 
Steve Davislim – Tenor 
Philharmonia Choir 
Gondwana Voices 

*denotes easier access for interview opportunities. 


