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energetic
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cathartic
MUSIC

MAHLER 9����������
Australian World Orchestra, Hamer

Hall, November 22

Reviewed by TONYWAY

Eagerly awaitedandnever
disappointing, this year’s
appearanceof theAustralianWorld
Orchestra, a reunionofmanyof
Australia’s best orchestral
musicians fromacross theglobe,
resulted inamagisterial accountof
Mahler’sSymphonyNo.9.
Writtenduringaperiodwhere

thecomposerwas challengedby the
deathofhis daughter, tensions inhis
marriageand thediagnosis of a life-
threateningheart condition, the
symphony is a supremeact of
musical catharsis inwhichMahler
confrontshisdemonsandcreates a
uniqueandastonishing testament to
theenduringvalue ofhuman life.
Under thebatonof theorches-

tra’s founderAlexanderBriger, the
playersmanifested their formidable
knowledgeand loveof themusic ina
performanceoffinelyhoneddetail
and intenseemotional energy.
Suchprecisionandpowerpaid

immediatedividends in the lengthy
openingAndante,where its
hauntingallusions todeathand
extraordinaryorchestrationwere
illuminatedbyanadroitlynuanced
senseof timbreparticularly in the
windandbrass.
Displayingenormousversatility,

theorchestravibrantly inhabited
the strange sound-world of the inner
movements.Theperverseblack
humourof the secondmovement in
whicha rustic dance takesona

ghoulish characterwaswell
realised,while the third-movement
Rondo-Burleskebristledwith
vehemence.
Initiatedby searing string tone,

the symphony’s long, achingapoth-
eosiswasdeliveredwithcompelling
sincerity, risingand then falling into
amoodof quiet hope, aidedby
slowlydimmedhouse lights.
Remarkably conducting the

90-minute-long score frommemory,
Briger channelled theplayers’
obvious camaraderie intoa life-
affirmingencounter that recalled
the landmarkMelbourne
performanceof thisworkby the
ChicagoSymphonyunderGeorg
Solti in 1988.Foranother
generation, this accountwill live
long in thememoryof those
fortunate enough tohave
experienced it.

Photo: Helga Salwe

Alexander Briger conducts the
AustralianWorld Orchestra.
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